The Rise and Fall
of Their American Dream
Press Kit

“The American dream is, in part, responsible for a great deal of crime and violence
because people feel that the country owes them not only a living but a good living.”

-- Dr. David Abrahamsen
Forensic psychiatrist, psychoanalyst, and author.

Synopsis
The Rise and Fall of Their American Dream revolves around Carlos, Vijay, and
Mike: three fearless strangers whose relentless pursuits of the fabled
‘American Dream’ intersect. Their fateful meeting forever alters the course of
many desperate lives.
Carlos illegally migrates from Mexico and is forced to toil for pennies as a
mechanic. Vijay is lured from India with the promise of riches by a greedy,
conniving Indian motel owner who then enslaves him. Mike, who is indebted
to his mob boss uncle, befriends the two immigrants. Their combined
courage, ambition, and friendship lead them to the top of a criminal empire.
One horrific misstep causes their monumental rise and the entire lawless
exploit to come to a crashing halt, forcing these three young men to redefine
their loyalties.

The Film
The film features an ethnically diverse cast spanning the boundaries
of age, race, economic status, and location. The Rise and Fall of Their
American Dream is an intriguing drama about love, deception, and sacrifice
that journeys through the underbelly of barren lands to the glittering lights of
the big cities.
The ethnic diversity of the film is apparent in both the spoken dialogue
(English, Spanish, and Hindi) as well as the film's soundtrack, which
incorporates driving American Rap, Mexican Mariachi, and Urban Indian
Music.
Seventeen main and supporting cast members, thirty-five crew, and more
than five hundred extras worked together for three years to create this visual
extravaganza shot in the United States, Mexico and India.

Specifications
Theme
Targeted Audience
Year of Production
Rights
Duration
Country
Language
Subtitles
Sound Mixing
Shooting Format
Editing System
Color Correction
Delivery Format
Aspect Ratio

Crime/Drama
Adult
2009
Reserved
02 Hrs: 04 Min: 54 Sec
USA
English, Spanish, Hindi
English
Stereo
HD 1080P
Final Cut Pro 6
Magic Bullet Looks
35mm, HD, D5
16:9

The Cast
Omar Alcaraz was born in Los Angeles. His interest in the Arts
developed during high school. During his own first production of One
Flew Over The Cuckoo’s Nest, he played the role of an elderly man,
and fell in love with acting ever since. Omar then sought out courses
in acting and video production. From producing, directing, and
screenwriting courses, he grew to understand filmmaking behind the
camera as well as in front of it.
OMAR ALCARAZ

(as Carlos)

ogalcaraz@hotmail.com

Omar appeared at the Burnight Theatre, Cerritos College, in a
production of The Laramie Project, in which he took on the tough
task of playing 8 roles
during the run of the
production. Since then,
he has appeared in
student films at Cerritos
college and USC.
In The Rise and Fall of
Their American Dream,
Omar plays Carlos, a
hard-working illegal
immigrant whose good intentions pave the road to a personal hell in
this international, socio-economic, crime drama based in New
Mexico.

Monika Mojica fancied herself as an actress early on. While other
young girls were brushing their Barbie’s hair, she memorized
Scarlett O’Hara’s lines in Gone with The Wind. Since then, Monika
has acted in several plays, commercials, and independent films. She
has also published plays, poems and children’s works, and is the
lead singer in an alternative music band.

MONIKA MOJICA

(as Marisol)
fremoni@comcast.net

Monika currently teaches Theater at the New Mexico State University
branch campus. She lives happily with her musician husband, her
heavenly son, a
wayward dog, and
various houseplants
under the fantastic
sunrises of the New
Mexico desert.
In The Rise and Fall of
Their American Dream,
Monika gives a touching
performance as Marisol,
an innocent Mexican woman who is brought into America by human
traffickers under the false promises of a better life, unable to endure
a life of prostitution.

Tony Black first found his love for acting in his high school speech
class. His teacher persuaded him to participate in a competition,
where he took a dramatic duet all the way to the state level and was
placed 3rd. He continued acting in stage plays even when he was
busy studying for his degree in Finance.

TONY BLACK

(as Mike)

tonyblack78@gmail.com

Tony attended the Northeastern State University in Tahlequah, OK.
After graduation, he moved to Los Angeles, and soon found himself
in the presence of the producer of the film Crash. She hired him to
assist Matt Dillon. From there Tony went on to assist Kim Basinger,
Forrest Whittaker, and Nick Nolte, while pursuing his interest in
acting.
Tony worked in the film Coldplay (2008), and is currently working on
a film about a Peruvian
Revolutionist. He
studies under Anthony
Di Pietro of Union FTC.
Tony is also a model,
featured in The Rolling
Stone and other
magazines. Most
recently he was on the
cover of LA Weekly.
In The Rise and Fall of Their American Dream, Tony portrays an
enigmatic hit man, groomed from childhood alongside his cousin
Tommy, the cherished son of mob boss Lazzario.

MALIKA MAY

(as Reena)

MalikaMay@Gmail.com

Malika May moved from India to America to study business at SUNY
and to pursue opportunities as an actress and model. Among her
achievements: Sonya in Evening Shadows, Shari Khalid in Mr.
Obscure, Simone in The Day Off, Maya in Paradise7, Lead Anchor for
The India Street Show, and Bollywood Music Video Safar mein Dhup.
She is featured in various ad campaigns and calendars, including the
Condo Smart Realty campaign, South Asian Calendar 2007, as Miss
November, PhotosIndia.com Stock Campaign, MastiDating.com
Angelz Campaign, and
Ikea’s Catalogue
campaign. Malika
captured the hearts of
photographers and
talent scouts, earned
the respect of fellow
cast and crew
members, and has
delivered authentic
performances.
In The Rise and Fall of Their American Dream, Malika portrays the
lovely law student Reena, who is too innocent to suspect that the
soft-spoken man she loves is also a ruthless killer.

Ted LeBlang earned his B.A. at the Penn State University, where
he received formal training in theater, voice and movement. Ted's
acting career includes leading and supporting roles in film and on
stage. He received kudos for his powerful performance as a
notorious hit man Frank Conner in the film Dirty Martini and for his
explosive role as crooked Chicago Detective McMann in The
Immigrant. Ted’s screen credits also include The Devil’s Dominoes
(Leon Manning), which stars Vincent Pastore and Daniel Baldwin.
TED LEBLANG

(as Mob Boss
Lazzario)
ted.leblang@gmail.com

In The Rise and Fall of Their American Dream, Ted is the face of evil.
As Lazzario, he plays a
passionate yet
calloused moneygrubbing mob boss.
Lazzario expands his
illegal enterprises by
exploiting his son
Tommy and nephew
Mike, grooming them
from childhood for a life
of corruption and
murder.
Andrew Roth learned the intricacies of human emotion by living the
hard way for several years. Then he allowed his gentler side to
surface. The result is a versatile actor who can realistically portray a
broad spectrum of roles, from a daunting villain adept at martial arts
to a sweet soul surviving misfortune. Andrew channels the depth of
his own personal experience into each character he becomes.

ANDREW ROTH

(as Tommy
Lazzario)
aroth@aroth.us

Andrew has delivered an array of distinguished performances. In the
independent film Inner Rage, a selection at the 2006 Cannes Film
Festival, Andrew played Roy Parker, a carpenter-turned-gangster. In
Angels In America, he had a dramatic role as Joe Pitt. And in Down
Clown, he delivered a comedic portrait of a dimwitted hit man from
Scotland. Andrew recently began working on four independent
feature films: in Transcendence, he is a man with no memory; in
Axe Massacre, a loving husband; in Killing Mr. Right, a spoiled rich
kid; and in Fright World, a drifter.
Some of Andrew's favorite roles include Bud Shields, an alcoholic in
a devout Catholic family in the premiere performance of the play, A
House Divided; Joe
Kizzen, a former
military man struggling
with his homosexuality
and sanity in the film
Praxis; and the title role
of Macbeth in Arena
Player’s production of
the classic play.
In The Rise and Fall of
Their American Dream, Andrew plays a sadistic mercenary as the
prized son of a criminal ringleader Lazzario.

CIRO VELA, JR.

(as Underboss
Leo Lopez)
cirovela51@comcast.net

Ciro Vela, Jr. was born in Harlingen, Texas. He first got interested in
acting while in high school where he played a Sophomore in the play
Charlie’s Aunt. He was later cast as an extra in A Distant Trumpet
which was filmed north of Gallup, New Mexico. He waited until he
was out of the Navy before he tried his hand at acting again. It was
after he was transferred to St. Louis Missouri by his employer that he
was able to seriously apply his abilities in feature films and
commercials. He retired from SBC Communications Inc. in 2001 and
moved to New Mexico. Since then he has been in several productions
which include Donor Conspiracy, The Aurora Experiment, Without
Borders, and a
documentary by the
History Channel, Black
Blizzard. Ciro has also
been the lead in Make
Water New Mexico as
Governor Richardson of
New Mexico I'm A
Bunny for the Scott
Conner Show.
In The Rise and Fall of Their American Dream, Ciro plays Leo Lopez,
a mild-mannered politician, but also a dangerous under-boss of the
area's most powerful mob Lazzario.

Jay Thacker has appeared on stage in Bharate Chai (Bengali Play)
New York, 2007; in More Equal (English Play) New York City, 2002;
and in 16 stage plays in India.
His 2007 film credits include a major role in Hurry Om (short) and a
Wedding Scene in Mickey Blue Eyes. Jay has had 9 lead roles in
commercials for Indian consumers (in English). Jay was featured as
a Voiceover Artist in Warrior, Miramax Studio, New York, 2002.
JAY THACKER

(as Bob Patel)
jay_comedy@yahoo.com

Jay participated in workshops at Piscataway Community Television
Center, New Jersey,
and says his forte is
comedy.
In The Rise and fall of
Their American Dream,
Jay portrays a sleazy
motel owner Bob Patel
who brings Vijay from
India to look after his
rundown motel, where
he enslaves him as a handyman.

Peter Stone climbed quickly from acting in television commercials
in 2006 to working with modern legends in film. Peter was the Set
Director for The Burning Plain (2008), directed by Guillermo Arriaga,
starring Charlize Theron and Kim Basinger. He was a featured actor
in the Coen Brothers' No Country For Old Men (2007); and worked in
casting and as a featured actor with Director Michael Bay on
Transformers (2007), a DreamWorks production.
PETER STONE

(as Mob Boss
Santiago)
stingrayinc@sbcglobal.net

NASH BHATT

(as Vijay)

In The Rise and Fall of
Their American Dream,
Peter is compelling as
rival mob boss
Santiago, who operates
a drug ring with the
help of his two sons;
reckless and violent
Antonio, and quietly
ruthless Dante.

Nash Bhatt first worked in front of a movie camera with the wellknown Indian Director Ketan Mehta, as an extra in his tele-film Holi.
Nash nurtured his cinematic dreams until he came to the U.S. and
got hands-on experience behind the camera. Nash gained experience
as a volunteer at the York Cable Access Television, a local cable
station. For three years, Nash received extensive training in various
camera operations, lighting, editing, directing, and producing TV
shows. In his free time, Nash studied books from the studio library,
and learned technical aspects of filmmaking equipment. Nash read
scripts of famous Hollywood movies, and books on directing movies,
many of which are used as textbooks in film schools. After training,
Nash continued to work for the TV studio, producing and directing
three shows.
Drawing on this experience, Nash wrote and
directed his first short film in 2004: Instant
Aggression, a 30-minute suspense thriller
probing domestic violence and its shocking
impact on a family. The short was selected in
two film festivals, and was broadcast five

times on White Rose
Community Television
(WRCT) Channel 18.
In The Rise and Fall of
Their American Dream,
Nash plays Vijay, enticed
to America from India by
a modern con artist Bob Patel who needs someone desperate to
maintain his dilapidated motel.

The Crew
Lindsay Mann is an independent Director/Cinematographer living in
Brooklyn, NY. He shoots features, documentaries, corporate and music
videos. He is comfortable with 35mm, 16mm, HD, HDV, and MiniDV.
Lindsay gained experience as the grandson of Academy Award winning
director, Delbert Mann (1920-2007). Delbert won the Oscar for Marty,
which was nominated for 8 Academy
Awards in 1955.
Lindsay's credits include: An untitled
TV pilot, Doug E. Dough World LLC.
Jill Criscuolo Insane music video,
Destined Fate Entertainment.
Commercials Gone Wrong, Sunset
Pictures LLC. Promotional Video (Dir.,
DP) for Project Reach Youth.

LINDSAY MANN
Cinematographer
lindsaymann@gmail.com

James Axel West has worked as a professional photographer his entire
adult life. Over the past five years, he has put his formal training into
practice by working solely as a cinematographer. James is passionate
about creating visually engaging images to bring a story
to life.
In May 2005, James completed The American Film Institute’s
Cinematography Fellowship program and earned a Masters of Fine Arts
degree. Over the course of his
fellowship, he experienced
lighting and camera workshops
with a number of ASC
cinematographers and mentors.
These very talented individuals
included Bill Dill, Stephen
Lighthill, Janusz Kaminski, Darius
Khondji, Robert Primes, Wally
Pfister, Steven Burum, Allen
Daviau, M. David Mullen, John
Toll, and Denis Lenoir.
James has extensive experience shooting 35mm, HD 24p, Super 16, DV,
and Super 8. He currently owns a Panasonic HVX 200 camera, with two 8
GB P2 cards.

JAMES AXEL WEST
Cinematographer
dp@jawfilm.com

Abe Dolinger has worked as a sound recorder, mixer, and boom
operator in 7 feature films, 2 feature documentaries, and numerous
commercials, industrials, shorts, music videos, and reality films.
Corporate clients include Microsoft, Viacom, TV Guide, Benjamin Moore,
Pepsi, National Geographic, and Nintendo.
2008 credits: An untitled AA documentary.
What’s for Dinner? Wolk Productions.
Conquistadork, Bent Marble. Aura
Exterior, Benjamin Moore. Sharepoint
Demo, Microsoft/Viacom. Offensive
Pleasures, Pure Fragment Films. Excuses,
Winning Edge Communications. Doors,
Alexander Films. Life is a Fruitcake, Cut
Loose Productions.

ABE DOLINGER
Sound Recording
abedolinger@gmail.com

2007 credits: The Fairy Princess, Skytown
Ent. Advanced Techniques in Painting,
Benjamin Moore. Chelsea on the Rocks,
Deerjen Films. Bagged & Boarded, Warm
Milk Productions. Aaron Loves Kendra, Big
Fresh Productions. New York Street Games, NY Street Games
Productions. Catch Your Mind, SD Digital Creations. Pepsi’s Shorties,
Pepsi Cola. A Lesbian’s Life, In The Deep Productions. An untitled Anne
Meara pilot, Stiller & Meara. Cycles, Aspire2Inc.

Susie Enoch grew up in Oklahoma. While in high school she performed
in plays and also worked as a host for
a weekly radio show. After moving to
Las Cruces, NM, she graduated with a
degree in Business from New Mexico
State University; she also took acting
classes as well as dance classes.
However, her main interest was to
work as a line producer or productionin-charge for movies. Susie has
worked as a production manager and
as an extra in the following films:
County Agent (pilot for a TV series).
Lone Wolf McQuade (pilot for Walker, Texas Ranger TV series). Raw
Courage. Curse It:The Bite. Homage. 1:21, Chooch. Glory Road.
Her Stage productions include The Best Christmas Pageant Ever. Narnia:
The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe. Li'l Abner. Annie, Get Your Gun.
Westside Story. Gypsy.

SUSIE ENOCH
Production
Manager

susie88004@yahoo.com

Lorraine Mackewich worked on the set of Red Mesa, directed by Ilana
Lapid in 2007, as Artist and Animal Handler, Trainer, and Owner of the
drug-sniffing black German Shepherd. She was also Assistant Set
Dresser. On the set of Boom, directed by Mark Medoff (2007), Lorraine
was an actress with a speaking
role, playing the part of a CSI
agent. She also worked in hair
and makeup.
Additional 2007 credits include:
Set dresser for NMSU Dona Ana
Branch Open House for film
dignitaries for FTTP program.
A featured extra in Love, Lies,
Bleeding, starring Christian
Slater, and in The Burning Plain,
starring Charlize Theron, Kim
Basinger, and Danny Pino; directed by Guillermo Arriaga/production
company, 2929 Productions.

LORRAINE
MACKEWICH
Art Director

amelia@zianet.com

Stephen Ovenden has been shooting and editing film for over 25 years.
He majored in music at Loyola University in New Orleans, then
advertising at the University of Florida. As a drummer, he moved to NYC
in 1985 and spent 10 years in the music scene, where he found a niche
filming bands and trying his hand at music videos.
Stephen was the professional equipment rental manager at Steadi
Systems NYC, 1997-2000. He left to shoot and edit in 2000, forming
Affinity Studios in Soho with Mark Hammond. As one of the first Final Cut
Pro studios in NY, he had a diverse range of clientele and was one of the
original members of the NYCFCP user group. Stephen has also worked in
technical departments with various theatrical projects at the Public
Theater, Actors Playhouse, and Theater for the New City.
Stephen has done work for A&E, Bravo, Sony, NHK, The Conference
Board, Pfizer, designers Anna Sui, Keanan Duffty, and many others.
Some independent film projects include: Godass, Showtime. Exist with
Esther Bell. Leavetaking, Butterfield, Furious Bird, and other projects with
Mark Hammond. Driving Fish with
Red Wall productions. Apartment 5C
for Canal+, and many others. His
short film, Amnesia, was a finalist in
the 2000 AFI festival in the
experimental short category.
Stephen recently finished editing and
on-lining the Russian language
documentary Miss Gulag, which
debuted at the 2007 Berlin film
festival (www.missgulag.com). He runs the post department for Soho
Films, handles the MOVIEtube product line in North America, and is
actively involved in the development of feature projects.

STEPHEN
OVENDEN
Editor

steve@sohofilms.us

John Kaefer’s imaginative scores for film and television, and his
creativity as a composer of chamber, choral, and orchestral concert
works have been hailed by critics and audiences. Recent credits for Film
and Television include the Good Morning America Theme Package (ABC;
co-composer). Additional music for the Warner Brothers Pictures feature
Mama's Boy (starring Diane Keaton and Jon Hedder); and Room Service
(starring comedian Howie Mandel), among numerous others. He currently
composes for Ah2 Music in Los Angeles, which provides music for popular
TV network series such as Celebrity Apprentice, Beauty and the Geek,
and The Biggest Loser.
He serves as Creative
Director for DreamArtists
Studios in New York.
Previously, John
freelanced for Elias Arts,
The Lodge, So Loud Music,
and Propeller Music,
among others.
Additionally, John worked with legendary TV composer Mike Post. John's
award-winning concert music is programmed frequently by leading
musicians and ensembles, including recent premieres at Carnegie Hall
and Lincoln Center in New York, Wigmore Hall in London, and La Schola
Cantorum in Paris.

JOHN KAEFER
Music Composer
john@composerjohn.com

John recently received awards from the American Academy of Arts and
Letters, ASCAP, BMI, Meet The Composer, the American Music Center,
the Yaddo Corporation, American Composers Forum, and the Barlow
Endowment, among numerous others. John is a graduate of The Juilliard
School (Doctor of Musical Arts). He also earned degrees in composition
from the Eastman School of Music and Yale University.

Scott Bartlett attended Ferris State University and earned an Associates
degree in Audio Visual Technology and a Bachelors of Science degree in
Film and Television Production. Shortly after graduating from college, he
moved to the mountains of Colorado where he worked in television
production. After the station was sold, Scott started his career as
freelance Gaffer and Key Grip. This new career not only allowed him to
work with many production companies around the world on both film and
video shoots, but also made
him realize the need for a 5 ton
grip truck within the central
Rockies and Denver areas for
high end videos and
independent films. Since then,
Scott has worked on numerous
productions with his grip truck
from I-Max segments,
commercials, independent films,
world news to sports.
With his five ton lightings & grip
truck and an eye for composition and the lighting to match the
productions mood, Scott can make it happen for any films, videos, or
media application.

SCOTT BARTLETT
Gaffer, Key Grip
alpenglow1@earthlink.net

Meghan Cooper worked and acted in theatre in high school. She went
on to pursue a B.A., double majoring in Theatre Production and Film
Studies at Our Lady of the Lake University. She had the opportunity to
work backstage in various positions at the 24th Street Theatre and
through an internship at Jump-Start Performance Company. She found
that among all the other jobs she did, stage managing was something
she liked best. This led her to direct a children’s play titled “El Sapo”.
Always having a huge passion for combining
music and the visual arts, she completed
several short video projects for school, and an
internship with Prima Donna Productions,
working with musicians, actors and
filmmakers.

MEGHAN COOPER
Asst. Director
Mcooper8311@yahoo.com

As of 2008, Meghan is in her 2nd year at
Loyola Marymount University in L.A., pursuing
her MFA degree in TV and Film Production
where she is in the process of completing her
2nd short film, and preparing for her
upcoming thesis project. Meghan hopes that
one day through her work and passions, she
will be able to inspire and help others by encouraging young men and
women to take chances at finding their own voice, through the arts.

Jan Lange is the president and owner of J.S.LAnge Productions located
near Philadelphia PA. Jan developed software for many years, and was
given an opportunity to direct a short film called "More than Meets the
AI" for the company that he worked for. He quickly realized that
directing was a lot more fun than software development and left the
relative safety of corporate life for the crazy world of film making and
television. The first stop was to do several projects for the Harmony
Channel, a visual Music channel on Comcast's on Demand network.
During his time at the Harmony Channel, Jan realized that he had a
talent for doing cg and steered his production company to helping other
directors add the "Magic" to the
magic.
Jan specializes in all types of
computer generated visual effects
work ranging from 3d animation to
compositing and match moving.
Some recent projects include
"Metasphere the altered state of
Heart and also produced and
directed "Metaphorical Voyage", a
fully animated film based on the
art work of world renowned artist
Vladimir Kush and music by Brian Thomas Lambert. Jan also created the
animated logo for Nash Productions. In addition to cg work Jan still keeps
sharp on the technology front by developing media rich websites for
clients.
Jan is currently focusing on growing the J.S.Lange Productions Client
base as well as collaborating with other artists on some larger projects.

JAN LANGE
Digital Effects
Supervisor
jan@jslange.com

Britt Nance has been an artist for most of his life. In his lifetime he has
enjoyed success as an actor and, as an artist, in the mediums of oil,
pencil, sculpture and woodcarving, as well as airbrush and custom
motorcycle painting.
Britt is a native of the Albuquerque area. Born in the nearby mountain
village of Tijeras, New Mexico in 1961.
Being recognized as very artistic and highly creative early on, he
expressed interest in the theatre arts, jewelry making, welding,
cartooning and inventing.

BRITT NANCE
Pyrotechnics/SFX
xrangersgt@msn.com

After finishing school, Britt abandoned art as a profession for a few years,
working as a mechanic, and other hands-on professions. Then, enlisting
in the US Army he served in the
Airborne Infantry. Upon his honorable
discharge he again took up the pencil
and brush and also added pyrotechnics
and prop making to his varied resume.
Britt currently enjoys working in his
Tijeras, N.M. workshop, seeking to serve
the film industry both in front of, and
behind the camera, still pursuing his
lifelong passions of art and theatre.
Since Costner’s “Dances with Wolves” sequel is on hold ‘til next year,
perhaps we could replace the listing for the “dances” sequel with work
done for Costner’s “Swing Vote” and most recently/currently “Crazy
Heart” starring Jeff Bridges, Robert Duvall and Maggie Gylenhaal.
Nicolina Nicthe has worked as a Makeup and Special Effects Artist in
numerous films and commercials. Her 2006 credits include: Klown Kamp
Massacre, directed by Phil Gunn and David Valdez. Fugue State, directed
by Tim McClelland. Anomaly, directed by Kevin Jaramillo. Mama! directed
by Mike L. Miller. Above Circumstance, directed by Emmanuelle Duran.
Endemic, Directed by Phillip Torres.
2007: Ghost Time, directed by Stephen
Hall. Deconstruct, directed by Tom Felsch.
Anyone Who’s Anyone, directed by
Brandon Scott Jensen. Hamlet 2, directed
by Andrew Fleming.
2008: New Mexico Film Intensive directed
by Jeff Stanzler, The Fallen 2 directed by
Brandon Scott Jensen, Claim 24, directed
by Tantri Wija, Llorona directed by
Brandon Scott Jensen, and Bakers Road Killings directed by Jarvis
Rooker.
Commercials: Makeup Artist for Insure New Mexico, 2007; and Michael
D. Armstrong, 2008. Photography Makeup for 100 Young Americans,
2006.

NICOLINA
NICTHE
Makeup Artist
NNicthe@aol.com

Director’s Statement
It was my childhood dream to create a movie that had universal
and commercial appeal, to entertain many people around the world.
The only way I could make such a movie was to personally develop
a story about characters from different ethnicities, and to write
dialogues in their respective languages.
In real life I met someone like one of my three protagonists,
learned of loopholes in the INS, and contemplated what happens
when distressed individuals give in
to the temptation of pursuing the
'American Dream' on the wrong
side of the track. This inspired me
to write a fictitious tale about
three strangers of vastly different
cultures. And thus the script for
The Rise and Fall of Their
American Dream was born!
I deliberately created moments in
the story that challenge the
viewer's relationship to the film. I wanted to tell a story that does
not define a particular ethnic group of Americans, but rather to
establish all immigrants and those who exploit them as a force of
nature in the evolving face of America and its mythical dream.
The film aspires to bring together social and cinematic values with a
fresh perspective on current events. It
portrays a realistic series of events
relevant to all people, touching on
innocence and desire, loyalty and
ambition, inspiration and desperation,
greed and suffering. Instead of depicting
a culture clash, I wanted to show how
genuine friendship and love crosses
barriers of language, culture, nationality,
and religion.
I wish to express my heartfelt gratitude
to Mr. Mark Medoff, Tony Award
winner, Oscar Award nominated screenplay writer, and Artistic
Director at the Creative Media Institute of NMSU, for his continuous
guidance and support during production and post-production of this
movie.
The best part about this movie was
the fantastic opportunity it gave me
to collaborate with many talented
artists across all filmmaking
disciplines. I feel that instead of
making this movie, the movie has
made me.

NASH BHATT
Writer, Producer,
Director

Production Stills

Special Thanks
to
Mr. Terrence Moore, City Manager, Las Cruces, NM
Mr. Harry Romero, Chief of Police Department, Las Cruces, NM
And the enchanting people of the City of Las Cruces, NM
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